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[4-] 
Sir 

As Contrary Winds & bad sailing of ye Vessel I set of 
for France induc'd me to take this Course in my way I 
have had some oppt 7 of judging how Americans may be 
rec" here & of what Utility this Port may be of to us, which 
is ye reason why I take ye liberty of addressing you also to 
inclose you a Packet rec 1 yesterday from his Excellency ye 
Gov' here for you — ye other letters I rec d for Mr de 
Miraller I tho't best to inclose to his friend Mr. G A Hall 
who 1 might better know where he was than you cou'd. On 
my Arrival here I was rec d as all Strangers generally are 
that is give your Vessels what you want to prosecute your 
Voyage & then order you out without admitting you on 
shore, but finding one of my Vessels must be hove down I 
received my application for to Land with my Officers & on 
producing some Vouchers that was demanded I was ad- 
mitted to land in this Village with permission to go 1 to ye 
Havannah on part business only & then attended by an 
Adjutant 20 days has now past & ye Notre Dame returns 
this day — ye other Vessel is preparing & will compleat my 
Voyage in her if cannot obtain my principal request of 
which I have very little doubt tho still am positively denied. 
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I found my Opinion on the Experience I have of their 
Nation a short time will I think verify it — whereby I pre- 
sume ye most of my business is over — this Port I cannot 
but think well calculated to lodge many Articles in that ye 
Continent wants in Spanish Bottoms as ye rout to here by 
of Abacoa (commonly called ye Hole in ye Rock) & so 
by ye * * * * * over & along ye Bahama Bank is 
too uncertain for ye British Cruisers safe for ours by whom 
you could order any thing that is lodg'd here by your Order 
from Spain as you wanted it & your Vessels could be 
Careen'd & completely fitted out in a few days & ye distance 
from here to any of ye Southern States or even to Vir- 
ginia is so trifling considering ye strong Current they carry 
with them from here that they run if in a few days & with 
very little risque, but I presume permission must be first 
procured from Spain for this, if not already obtained, 
Spars, Masts, & Naval Stores will allways be acceptable here 
& will pay ye Vessels Expences. Pardon me for troubling 
your Excellency, on a matter you very likely know much 
better than I can inform you on but as I am Abroad it is 
my duty to acq' you with any thing that I humbly conceive 
can be useful to America — When we are admitted free ac- 
cess to ye Town I am convinced we shall receive ye friend- 
ships that sundry worthy Visiters has offer' d us & it is with 
pleasure that notwithstanding ye formal objections I met 
with I assure your Exclly that even now every prudent 
American that will but patiently look around he will re- 
ceive more attention & assistance than any other Stranger, 
please present my best respects to Mess" Drayton, Mat- 
thews & Hudson & Admit me to Subscribe myself your 
Excellency's 

Most Obed* hble Serv 1 
A Gillon 
Regie opposite to ye Havannah 
Sept' 18" 1778 
To His Excellency 
Henry Laurens Esq r 
President of ye Honble 
the Continental Congress. 
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[5-1 

D r Sir 

Your faithful Serv' overtook me here, he wou'd 
have done it sooner but I find ye Roads so very bad that I 
left Hence this Morning at 8 A clock instead of 10 that I 
might by time make up for ye bad roads tho I left directions 
that I shou'd be here till 2 o' clock & expected to sleep at 
Bently's to Night your Letter & other dispatches shall de- 
liver on Arrival — I shou'd not doubt your Memory or re- 
frech it had you not permitted it in desiring me to remind 
you to favour me with a Letter of Access to your Consignees 
in Europe also for an Order of ye Loan Officer in S° Caro- 
lina for ye first annual advances I think it is best to> trouble 
your honour seldom therefore apply for ye whole Order at 
once tho' shall use it only as purchase which mode may 
prevent disap' & trouble pardon me for troubling you on 
this Score & accept of my best thanks for your friendly 
interference in my behalf I most sincerely wish you every 
felicity & am with much truth 

D r Sir 

You' most Obed'. Serv*. 
Alexander Gillon 

M r Cullips Tavern 34 Miles from 
York Town 2 d . Dec'. 

To the Honble 

Henry Laurens 

President of Congress. 

[6.] 

Sir 

I did myself the pleasure to write you a few lines ye 18 th 
Sept' per Capt. Hall of the Notre Dame since when have 
been occupied in trying to compleat my business here it 
wou'd be the height of injustice in me if I did not Aver 
that every Assistance was given me here that I expected 
or desired and with the surest expectations of a speedy 
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Arrival I left this the 24 th past in Company with 2 Packets 
and a Merchantman bound to Spain but a few hours after 
we was out a Gale of Wind commenced that lasted 7 days 
and prevented hoisting any boat out to visit our neigh- 
bors our Vessel suffered much part y when we was on the 
29 th within a few minutes of being Shipwreck'd in the 
height of this Gale which forc'd us to cut away our Main 
topmast and all thereto belonging to heave 6 of our Guns 
overboard to clear the decks and to try to get in here but we 
could not thus was kept out till the 3" Instant when we re- 
turn'd almost a wreck they rec d us with much friendship 
and immedly favd me with the needful to refit the Medley 
whereby she is now again ready to proceed once more and 
to morrow She with sundry vessels bound for Spain sail. 
I have little doubt of getting safe tho it is winter and less 
doubt about succeednig in Europe where I will try to pur- 
chase so as to hurry out by May — I am more and more 
Convinced of the Utility of this Port to America part 7 to 
the Southern States during our present War wherefore I 
again assure you that every Continental or State Vessel 
whose Commander properly attends to the method of this 
place without hurry will receive every attention and find 
ii' very Convenient to refit his Vessel here for which they 
should have a something to repay the Advances, I am 
happy in having had an opportunity O'f well knowing what 
is to be done here & in having experienced such attention 
to particularize wou'd tedious to you thus will only say that 
for allowg of disbts here on acct of Notre Dame and Medley 
Bills have been rec d at Par on So Carolina or pay' in Phil" 
perhaps they may fall into the hands of friend from here 
who is now with you, whose family has made my residence 
here agreeable and tho his introduction have pav'd the way 
for others to face better than formerly permit me therefore 
to crave your and Congress attention to him whilst with 
you or your Vicinity Nothing seems to be left undone to- 
wards me they even delivered me every American Prisoner 
here if anything is now wanting here it is an Agent to be 
appointed by you here for your Business which Sanction 
wou'd be the means of every American being readify As- 
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sisted here and no Expense to Congress the Major or 
Governors Adjutants now Actually are Agents for much is 
left to them therefore if you will permit me the recommen- 
dation I think such an Appointm* useful and no one so prop- 
erly prepared for it as the Active and I may safely say 
Acting Agent here Mr. Rafel de Lus Adjutant to the Gov- 
ernor and Major in the Kings service whose friendship not 
a little Assisted me but if he or any other person is appointed 
by you it will be necessary that he is Confirm'd by his King — 
Mr. Lee I presume may easily settle that & as Mr Lus holds 
his Post for life that he is so attached to America, so capa- 
ble for dispatch I know none so fit for this important Post 
which if you deign to grant can do no harm but may much 
good the other Adjutant Don Diego de Barrera who also 
very much favoured me is willing to shew his Zeal by 
offering his service and proposes going your way wish he 
may be useful have craved him to Accept of a Letter to 
your Excelly to use in that case as you may think proper 
perhaps whilst I am in Europe & contracting for some 
Vessels may procure more if so and thereby I can serve 
Congress they and you may freely dispose of me as I am 
determined to ramsack every Corner in Europe, but will 
procure the Needful & tho we are long from Home it cou'd 
not be help'd as no Vessel sailed from here for Europe 
since I arriv'd here till 24 th past please pres'. my best re- 
spects to Mr. Drayton Mr Mathews and Mr Hudson, I am 
with all due respect 

Your Excellencys 
Most Ob\ & Most humble Serv* 
A Gillon. 
Havanna 16 Nov r 1778 
To His Excellency 

Henry Laurens Esq' 

[7-1 

Gentlemen 

As I flatter myself it will give you some satisfaction 
to hear ye prospect of ye Navy Officers of So. Carolina I 
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take ye liberty to acquaint you that Cap" Jonier after being 
taken by his own Crew & carried into Plymouth got here 
last Aug' with Mr. Spencer whom I intended as one of ye 
Marine Officers Mr Warters and Mr Doville after being 
taken have also got here & are intended as midshipmen all 
received much attention whilst in England, Capt Robeson 
with Mr Lindwaith, Morant and Coram arr d . here ye 31 
Dec' in ye Snow Gustave of this Port that put in distress 
into ye Havana, Mr Theus a very promising Youth died with 
ye small pox a few days after her arrival here much do I 
lament his early fate as his Country woud've rec d . much 
Assistance from his [blank] Albilities — I left Havanna ye 
17 Nov'. & on ye 19 Jan 7 fell in with ye Count de Grasse 
fleet he imdly order'd a Frigate of 40 Guns to land me in 
ye first Port of this Kingdom I landed at Brest ye 25 Jan T 
with Mr [blank] & my Secretary & got here ye 4 th . past & 
found abt. 130 Casks of States Indigo and which will serve 
as a beginning, have allready engag'd for a Sum on ye same 
terms as they grant to their friends in their own Islands & 
in 2 days set of for Paris where hope to compleat & procure 
ye remaining sum wanted if shou'd not succeed there must 
accept of ye invitation I've rec d from my friends in my Na- 
tive Country Holland to go> there, but have, great expecta- 
tions that this Goverm* may perhaps spare me ye Ships I 
want ready fitted and mann'd, if so I will sail soon & per- 
haps Assist in checking ye Progress Campbell is making to 
ye Southw" 1 as appear by English accts rec". here this day 
was it not for this what they term alarming news from 
Georgia & ye failure of Sundry Capital Mercantile Houses 
in Paris & Bordeaux I shou'd easily procure ye Needful, 
however I will persevere & will timely acq*, you of my 
Situation, it is to be lamented that some Naval Officers was 
not sent on this Place 18 Months ago' when this Goverm'. 
did not need their Vessels so much when Men was plenty & 
Building with Stores 3 Pc'. Cheaper than at present Success 
must then have attended a proper Application by proper 
Officers & from what Idea I can form of ye past friendship 
by ye present, America would have procured a valuable 
Fleet at a distant Period & by keeping them together 
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wou'd've made America's Na.vy much more respectable than 
it now is however to me it does not appear too late yet tho 
it may prove somewhat dearer I formerly wrote you ye 
benefit that ye American Navy might receive from a free 
Admission into ye Port of Havanna, by Heaving down & 
refitting her Vessels at a trifling expence, no danger of de- 
sertion, near to annoy ye Jamaica Trade & by ye force of ye 
Gulph Stream cou'd allways be on ye American Coast in 7 
or 8 days tho I rec d . every attention there it may not be 
improper for Congress to Apply to Spain to send out posi- 
tive orders to their Governors at their Ports in Hispaniola, 
in Porto Rico & in ye Islands of Cuba to admit all their 
Continental Vessels, all State Vessels & may be added if 
you judge proper all American Vessels into any of their 
Ports, Bays or Harbours there with ye privilege of ye Port 
& if possible it wou'd much facilitate this business if Con- 
gress was to Appoint an Agent, Consul or Factor on each 
of these Islands — Shou'd it not suit Congress to cause this 
appreciation to be made for their Navy well do I know ye 
value of such permission to ye S°. Carolina Navy thus hope 
it will be made for our Navy to you worthy Sirs do I 
commit a matter of so much moment to America in General 
& to your Country in particular tho shall confer with Mr. 
Franklin thereon to him & your other friends must I refer 
you for what is passing in Europe as they by their longer 
residence can better judge of its validity. Permit me to 
request you will be pleased to inform me whether any Line 
is drawn by Congress for ye Continental & State Navy 
Officers conduct part 5 ", if they meet or are to act together 
it might be of Service in General for ye line to be drawn 
believe me I have no Idea in this Service but doing my ut- 
most to serve ye glorious Cause we are so long & advantage- 
ously embark'd in, but I wish to see all Clogs remov'd as 
doubts will certainly and perhaps prejudiciously Arise 
wherever these Officers meet at Sea or Abroad your Opinion 
on this with copies of every resolve of Congress relative 
to their Navy will be thankfully rec d . by me & will prove 
of use to ye Navy, please also furnish me with ye General 
Signals that Congress has or may give for their Continental 
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Ships to know each other at a distance or at Nig'ht so as 
to prevent any chasing each other on shore or Erroneous 
Engagements at Night & many other Accidents that may 
happen for want of proper Signals, because if I knew their 
Signals I crave their permission to use them on b a . ye Navy 
under my direction till I return to America when other 
Plans may be adopted, please also favour me with ye Con- 
tinental Navy Uniform & colours for my Guide with such 
other observatins on Naval Matters as you think may prove 
Essential your letters to me directed under Cover to Mess". 
H. L. Chaurand freres Mercht 5 . here will get safe to hand 
after landed as perhaps Mrs. Gillon may be in or near Phila- 
delphia, you will much oblige me in such case to open ye 
out side Packet directed for His Exlly of So Carolina & 
thereout take a Letter for Mrs Gillon sending it to her 
safely & sealing up ye other Package which I commit to 
your care to be sent to his Exclly by ye first Oppty. please 
Present my respects to Mr. Penn if with you & have wrote 
on his business shall write him when have ye reply, respects 
also to other friends & be assured I am with all due re- 
spect 

Your Most Obed'. Serv\ 
A. Gillon 

Nantes 5 th March 1779 
The Honble Delegates representing 
ye State of So Carolina in ye Honble 
ye Continental Congress at Philadelphia. 

(To be continued in the next number of this magazine.) 



